AP English Literature 2014-15
Summer Reading and Essay Assignment
Dr. Draper (rdraper@lausd.net)

Ms. Levine (mhl0801@lausd.net) 
Mr. Ronkin (jnr9674@lausd.net)

1. Reading: You need to obtain the following books to read over the summer. If you check them out from the library, be sure to renew them in August; if you are reading them on an electronic device, bring that device to class.  We will discuss these books beginning day one of the semester.  You should expect a test, with an essay to follow.  As you read, take notes and observe the author’s use of various literary techniques (such as imagery, figurative language, point of view, character development) rather than the rhetorical devices studied in AP English Language. 
Salvage the Bones by Jesmyn Ward
Medea by Euripides (choose a translation of the ancient Greek play that is readable)
2. Essay: The essay prompt is on the back of this sheet. It is from an AP English Literature exam. The suggested time to complete this essay is 40 minutes; DO NOT spend more than 40 minutes on this assignment.  Follow the directions carefully and type a thoughtful, well-organized essay that answers the prompt. Do not summarize the passage. Use examples from the text in your body paragraphs. This essay is due to turnitin.com by 11:59 PM on Sunday August 3, 2014.
To turn the essay in, please join class #8049925 using a REAL e-mail address so that

your instructor can contact you, if necessary. The password is caSe sEnsiTive so make sure to differentiate between capital and small letters – there is no space between AP and Lit and there is an underscore between Lit and Summer: APLit_Summer
Failure to satisfactorily complete the summer reading, failure to submit the essay to turnitin.com on-time, or submitting an essay with plagiarized content, will be grounds for removal from the class.
AP LITERATURE 2014-2015 SUMMER ESSAY PROMPT
(Suggested time – 40  minutes.)

Read the following poem carefully.  Then write an essay discussing how the poet uses literary techniques to reveal the speaker’s attitudes toward nature and the artist’s task.

To Paint a Water Lily
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-- Ted Hughes
A green level of lily leaves

Roofs the pond’s chamber and paves

The flies’ furious arena: study

These, the two minds of this lady.

First observe the air’s dragonfly

That eats meat, that bullets by

Or stands in space to take aim;

Others as dangerous comb the hum

Under the trees.  There are battle-shouts

And death-cries everywhere hereabouts

But inaudible, so the eyes praise

To see the colours of these flies

Rainbow their arcs, spark, or settle

Cooling like beads of molten metal

Through the spectrum.  Think what worse

Is the pond-bed’s matter of course;

Prehistoric bedragonned times

Crawl that darkness with Latin names,

Have evolved no improvements there,

Jaws for heads, the set stare,

Ignorant of age as of hour –

Now paint the long-necked lily-flower

Which, deep ion both worlds, can be still

As a painting, trembling hardly at all

Though the dragonfly alight,

Whatever horror nudge her root.
